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| Right Honorable, 
* ] Once more in the name of the moſt high God beſeech you, ro remove 


 theold Ears and ſer up the new , as God bath ordained , by ſet= 
ring up $he Government among us , with the Laws , the Statutes, 
F%, Fudgcments of God contained in the Wofd:; it being the alone 
* foundation on which God will eſtabliſh the Nations which be 
hath now ſhaken, and is about to fhake; when things foaken ſhall. be rcmo.. * 
ved , that his Law and Knle which cannot be ſhaken mgy remain. Right 
Honorable, this only work ſaves the Na:ion fromrume , and preſently poſ- 
ſeſſeth this people of unſpeakable happineſſe, and puts an end to our Nation- 
all differences with God, and thoſe amovg our ſelves, and wil make your 
memory precious t0 the Ages and Generations to come, «an d acquit you of 
your ſouls Vows 0 God ; which tender 1 therefore renew, and humbly 
lay before you, becauſe Mr,R. Vaughan hath put up his Plea before you, for 
and in defence of that we call the Common Law ; whercunto I return 
him the mſuing. Anſwer, beſeeching you to judge between us., and that 4 
. liberty be granted troGod, his Law and 4 - #0 be pleaded before you at 
-* your Barr, againſt all bumane Laws thas ſtand in*competition with it , 
+  tbat when you come. t0 ſtand before his Bar, you may have his. Law ſpeak 
foryou,dnd nos agamft you in that day,which is the unfained defpre of 


wut affectionate ſeryant in.the witnefle of the Lords truth, 


Joun BrxaYNs. 
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To 


To Mr. R. Vaughan of Grayes Fnne. 


Sir, 
He ingenuouincfie of your appeal to the- Magiſtrate , in your An- 
ſwer to Mr,*Pzters Propoſalls, concerning the Law and its Reforma- 
tion, occaſioned theſe indigeſted lines, to let you know it is the cauſe of 
God, ang to be deduced from the Word, by which the Teachers there= 
of are chicfly in che way of advice concerned therein, and Mr. Pevers 
or my (elfe came rightly ro rake cognizance thereaf , equally with you, 
.if not before you: Sir , the Lawyers of old addreſſed themſelves to the 
Divine Law of God, you tro the humane Law of Heathens , which is too 
low ta'be pleaded for in theſe daies of lighe and profeſſion ; eſpecially 
before the High Court of Parliament, who are bound to God tg re- 
forme things according to the Magn#-(harta of God, and not of 
men ; your Law is grounded only on the corrupted reaſon and judge- 
ments-of rude men , this on the Will , Juſtice , and Holinefle of God ,' 
the juſt meaſure and true tryall of a&ions, ſo that thoſe that judge by the 
one , and have the other, are lyable to the Judgement thereof, and thoſe 
onely that judge by it , free their fouls from guilt and puniſhmemg : 
Sir, in your Epiltle ro the Parliament , the greateſt happineſle you with the 
"Nation , is the continuance of the Common Lawz is this with of 
yours for your own Intereſt , or parely for the good of the Nation, if 
for the Nation, Sir think again, whether the Common-weal would be more 
happy in the Law of God, or.in yours , jt having ſo many "pany" pro= 
miſts of all remporall goad, and deliverance from temporall evill, troge- 
ther with che prote&ion of the Almighty God , which your Law hath 
nothing to do withall, but -— ap the people thereof, and all elſe that can 
be called 3 peoples happinetle : agd for the lopping of the Law , you 
will find it is but loſt labour , Gad hath laid the Axe to the root 
thereof, as being corrupt thercin , as well as in the branches, and the 
Scripture tells you, That every plant which the Father hath nos plane 
zed , ſhall be pulled up, which the Lawes and Governments of men 
are. Alas Sir . what is it ro compare your Lawes with thoſe of other 
Nations , to keep them up and to paſſe by the Divine Law of God, 
as if there were no ſuch thing in being; to the Law therefore , and the 
teſtimouy that will deſtroy and condemne your Law , and it's Rule, 
our Law you fay was not the Conquerors DiRate , yer it was the 
DiQace of corrupt men, and that it was not Lex Seripte, Which was 
ic's want and weakneffe 3 the Morall Law of God was written with 
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changeable , which you rerme reaſon and conveniency , which arc infi- 
nitely ſhort of the grounds of the Divine Law , to which every ſoule 
muſt ſubmir to every tittle , or be damncd, but not ſo to yours, your 
Law you ſay hath loſt it's Face, it may beyou incan it's Head, which 
Gods: Law bath not , nor canit forever z your Law , as other Popiſh 
rrumpery , you (ay , is baptized with the name of the Common Law , 
this is owned for the Divine Law of God , whoſe Image and ſv rſcrip- 
tion of Holincfle and Juſtice is ingravened thereon , and at Jaſt ſhall 
judge Law, Lawyers, and all men elſe; your Law is but almoſt a 
comprehenſive Rule and mcaſure ( as you {ay) bur Gods altogether ; 
Gods is the Rule and Meaſure, yours nor rule nor meaſure, for as he is one, 
ſo with bim is but one Law which is his own + and for what the for- 
mer Parliament affirmed concernes not this , whoſe ſoules are under a 
Vow to God , to reform this State according to the Word, by which on- 
ly is to be produccd the Nations Freedome , and the Peoples happineſle , 
though it be granted that your Law hath the likeneſle of gold in it, yet it is 
not Gold as the Law of God is, nor will it bear the purifying once a- 


| lone, -much |.fle. feren times ſeven, bur like drofle it- confumes before 


the fire comes near it , of which , * you have not feared to ſay 3s much 
as God hath ſaid for his own eternall trath, without any ground 
or warrant 3 which as 6re will ſpeedily deyour the drofle , and corruption 
of the Nations their Laws and Governments. : 

For your y 26:04 to Mr.*Peters, I doubt not but he will ſufficiently . re- 
turne you a ſeaſonable anſwer ro it , onely in generall I obſerve you in 
your expreflions ro be extremely differing from your ſelfe , and bim, one 
whiles as wich kifles you ſpeak him fair, and anone as a foe you uſe con- 
rumelies and debaſcments , as of one illicerate , rude , irtationall, preju- 
dicate in his Opinion, and raſh in judgement » which I only mention to 
prevent offences between you for the future , being men have ingaged, 
(as you (ay) in the ſame cauſe, which proves offenſive to your ſelfe = = 
thers, being in your writings but as unſavoury ſalt. 

Sir, For the retreat of all good things it is to God , his power , ſafcty, 
and being , whence things that are good and juſt did proceed : now if 
God protc&s yours , he muſt decline his owne, if he prote& his owne, 
he muſt deſtroy yours, for there can be no more two Lawes with 
God , then two Gods; yours therefore cannot retreax to this ſafety , 
becauſe ic is none of his , but as Moſes Serpent eat up the Sorcerers , 
ſo will Gods Law eat up yours; for as there is but one God, 
fo there is but one authorized Law of his, his came out from 
bim , yours from men like your felfe , which bears their ſuperſcrip- 
tion , and hath their Image of lightnefle, corruption and vanity ingra- 
ven on it. 


| In your Tntrodufion. ; 
Yop condemn the-peoples lightnefle in roo ſoon believing and being lead 
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5 Ying of G:>ds rruch and verity, the cradicions of men baving for a long 
time made void the Laws of God:Sir, you ſay what Mr, Peers wrore was as 
the Tobu v4hobu in the Creation, which yet did appertain co the Creation of 
God , and Gd gave bring to thar, bur not to your Law, which is part of the 
old earth that is ;horrly to be removed, Rev.ti.t. And whercas you (ay, the 
Lain honeſt man knows not the Law, Think it's cle1r, nor you, nor thoſe 
- . that hage ſtudied them longeſt know them nor, noris there any Piiviledge 
to the N uion by them. bur is that thing this day {t inds b-zrwcen them &chcir 
6 P iviledzes,which is the divin? Law and Communion with their God,mens 
being in place thercof, your Laws, F1nda'ions, and Inſti urtons,had their 
b.ing from thecorraptcd reaſon of the Hearhen,which you (ay is not inconfi- 
K:nt with right reaſa2 and Scripture, whoſe proccedinzs, L1ws and punith - 
ment infinirely differ from that commanded of God, which b-ing proved by 
your moſt-inzenuous Confeſſi »n; and as you ſay, by the j1igement of all 
Lawyers, is to be cuhce'd out of their very countenance as an excrementi- 
tious thing,obſolct and uſclcfſ»,co hexr which from your ſelf, makes me ad- 
mire & wonder at the progrefle'rruch hath made among men, which I hope 
Sj + was no rule ner (1d dain conception in you, but the beſt, which like-a good 
O-:ator at laſt you off:r at the feer of Avnthoriry, as rhe thing that is moſt 
worthy to be taken up an1 jadged by rhem, and as the only cauſe of God 
and the Nation your writing to Mr. Peters Legentem oportet credere, hath 
joyned with it very amphibo ogicall rermes, where you charge bim with this 
fault, that he hints lirtle of Scripture: | hope the morion for a Government 
and Law that is alcogerher contain:d therein, will find a placid accepration 
wi:h you, and all loye G4 in truth, which are not placira principum , nor 
. clericorum-neicher, your preferring your Law before all Law in the world, 
is very unjuſtifiable, whiles.the Law of Gd remains therein, whoſe deſceny 
is fron-Gad'and heaven, and not from men and earth as yours is ; and as 
farche continuance. of your Law, yol know that the Kingdome of Gd by 
the Kinzs of che world, and the Church by the power of Antichriſt have. of 
along tim lain deſolate, your ſelf acknowledge your law to be chaffey, why 
ver (cech not as G-2d ſees whit is chiff chercin, you d-lire to have the cor- 
ruption of the Law to be dcſtroy'd, in whole very foundation the pure. eyes 
of the righteous God ſceth nothing elſe but corruprion ir ſelf, which God 
in the fice of his Z:al will conſume and deſt-oy, your preſumption of Mr. 
Peters is viF. thag if he. were ue cog; with your Law and ir's principles, 
&c. the beſt whereof are bur reaſon an! experiences, which he is capable of 
as other men, bat of the wo#ſt thereof, he and my (elf are ignorant and all; 
except the men thu profeſſe ir, ro whom tor mv part I leave them, as that 
ghat hath not long co live; anJ to (ay in chis, Mr, Peters mcdled out of his 
calling, b:ing.a Liw Wirtneflz. (1.) If any have a call, he hath one to do 
what he did. (2.) 1 know nat thar Gol mile ir a call or trading to plead 
his L:w, every m1 being ro b2 a L1wycr, and to know that Law, by which 
he.was tolive., andJin caſc of off:ace to be Judged byit, who from their in« 
fazcy were to be brouzht up in the knowledge of ic, ſo that you can never 
prove 
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1n a1 unwarrantable praiſe: and it the Law, as you ſay , be a common 
Birch-right, any man in defiring the beſt Law, cannot be (aid to be abroad, 
and not at home, you ſay, facile eſt irfventis addere, which proves your Laws 
imperfe&Rion, and the perfeRion of Gods is proved in.chis , that nothingyiz ;. 
to be added thereunto;the good, if any be in yours, is ſwallowed up in this, * 
becauſe ic is far better ; ad. by this you (ce it is not warrantabls ro offer a- 
ny thing that is-new, but what only is ia the Word; and whereas you , be- 
cauſe a Profeſlor will not plead for your own Law , I therefore becauſe I 
profcfie this plead for it, which ſhould I not do, were in ſome kind to deny 
it, and, betray it, which-I fear to do, and whereas you will fit under the ſen- 
rence of men, you and I muſt dwell and lic for ever under the Majeſty and 
the ſentence pd get Law and Jaigement of God, and cannot ayoid it; and 
it is eaſier to kick againſt che pricks, then to oppoſe in word or writing a- 
ainſt the Royall Law of che erernall and mighty God, the wounds of con- 
Lience being molt unſuff-1ablc roa creature. 
En your anſwer to his Propoſalls, you ſay, be hath ſpoke all and more then 
he knows, which is yery much to bedone in (o few words and little paper , 
yet indeed a man in a little that is not good, may know {o much, that he de- 
fices to know no more : now that there were Regiſters: or Scribes: belong- 
ing to every place of Judicature in th: Jews Repubiike is clear , which I 
think Mr.Peters means, whoſe book I have not read, in which place of Ju- 
dicature far daily two Judges, to expedit Juſtice, and avoid delaics of cau- 
ſes, which Judges were choſen by the people by many notes of integrity, 
which people had firſt covenanted with God in the. way of the Law, the 
Judges Powerzalder God was not arbirrary, but confined to the fevealed 
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Law of God , from which they were not to: decline, either to the right 
hand, or to the left, from whom in clcar cales was no appeale ; and with 
Mr. Pcters I ſay , the happinefſe of Government *lieth ner. in hu- 
mane L ws, as we (ce by experience, but goo1 men, when they ſee to the 
executing” of them: And with. your.ſclf there mult be, good Laws (viz. 
Gods,) or god men in Authority will do bug ligtle good, when good met 
live under he command of them, as wellto «x-cute ir's puni.hments, as to 
do it's othcr InjunRions. 

To P. 6. When this Republike is made agreeable'to thar of the Jews , 
which 1 am bold ro ſay, will bz not only eatailes, but the bottom and beiny 
of things will moſt certainly be ſtrangely alrred , changed, or removed; 
and it is the will of God, that-the firſt born, whether Male or Female, ſhould 
have a double portion. | 
| P. 7, You allow that the Moralls and Judicialls.of Moſesare the beſt 
Laws, yea, you ſay all honeſt and juſt Lawyers concur therein , and it were 
very ſtrange if they ſhould nor, the a& it (clt of denying it were ro make them 
| unhoneſ and unjuſt both, bur if ſo, waat weakneſle is it in. the people, yea, 
what wickedneſle to refuſe that,for any other whatſoever, it being a f{trange 
exorbitancy, for men to live by Gods Lay, and be judged by mans, which 
| isagainſt God, his Law, and People diyerſly. | : 

| ut 


Moſes , for every particular occurring contingent caſe that happens, 
r. Which to affirm, is ro deſtroy the glory and perfeRion of the Word of 
God, and to queſtion and diſpute his wiſdome, who would rule by an unſuf- 
: ficient Law over men. 
*/, © 2, The prohibirion of not adding nor diminiſhing,bad been but the peoples 
ſtraizhtning and deſtroying of their well- —_ ani God would have given 
them liberty in tbis,as any other thing, if it had been neceflary for them. 

3. The Jews were as numerous as this peopie were, and as corrupt as = 
thers, ſo that that which was made co ſerve them well, as well ſerve this Re- 
publike, or any elſe, for the Law was indefinitely made for all off;nders, 
as 1 Tim.1.y.19, 

4. The vaſt capacity ofthe Law is not known to us, becauſe not looked 
into, which appears in Gods binding men only thereunts. 

s Let but the Nation be (er in the Jews Common weal form, and I 
doubt nor bur by the afſiſtance of God, to thew how any uſuall cauſe may be 
judged, that can ariſe in difftcrence between man and man , and moſt (uch 
alſo as arc unuſuall , moſt certain iris, all are in a more juſt way decided 
there, chen in all the Laws of the wo-[d they are or can be. 

P. 8. You'diſtinguith between politike reaſon and ir's Laws, and naturall 
rcaſon and it's. 

Queſtion may be where without an InjunRion Royal of God, reaſon hath 
the force of a Law, among the people thar have the Law of God by them , 
who thereby are not left to reaſon, God ſaying of men having thcir own 
Laws only, that they were without Law: EE 0 Ef 

P.9. Youplcad for the being of Lawyers , which indted every man 
fhonld be, ahd were of old,that could read and expound. the Divine Law, 
but that any pleaded it before the Judges, or that had fees for ſo doing, and 
made a profeſſion of it, as now. is not expreſſed in the Ward, nor was it ſo 
among our ſelves, by the ficſt Advocates of your own Law. 

P, 10, That we have need of a Law is moſt certain , and as certain ir is; 
that we nced no other but the Law of God, by vyhich nor Lavvyers not 
Judges can do Injuſtice. 

And for vvills and Teſtaments, if men diſpoſe of their cſtates accordi 
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to God, they arc uſeleſle, the cldeft being to have double, and the reſt an e= 


qual portion,the widdow firit provided for , for which dividers were by au» 
thority appointed to-make a ſpeedy-divifion,and fo all ncedlefle ſuits of Law 
prevented, and cauſes of complaint and envy moſt vviſcly aboliſhed, by the 
direQion of the molt juſt God, & that unjulit making one rich and proud, & 
all the other poor, though ſuch ofttimes as vvere far Fran then rhe Hejr be- 
fore God, comes by this diſtribution to be annihilated ro the common good, 
and bencfit of all the other ifluc of men in the Nation, and the good of love 
and unity continued hereby among brethren. 

P.11.12. For the Records this : if rhis Nation cyer receive the Rule of 
Go1,and his Layvs to bp governed by them,men vvill (ce there is no nced of 
preſerving them: The age nowin wry bo gr by themgruling by Gods Law, 
as thoſe vvith their books of curious Arts ruled by the Goſpell, A#s 19. 19. 

P. 13. 14. 
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P. 13. 14. As for impriſonments, 1 beſeech you ſce the freedome of the 
Government of God; by which Law none wasto be impriſoned longer then 
tetime of the determining of his cauſe, which was immediately to he heard 
ad decided, if the caſe appeared clear. ; 

P.16. What is ſpoken of taking away the gray: beaded errors of the Lay , 
ad 1's extuberances,that they may be expungedztime wil tel you andit will 
pive moſt true. that you will begin to purge the Law, untill you have pur- 
geLaw and all away;and it is moſt certain,the Law never in all the ages it, 
everrun in, met with ſuch like contingencics as at this day'it bath, and every 

day tis like to do. | 

P.t). The Law and Juſtice of God is above all men, becauſe not made 

by men, bur it is not ſo in humane Laws and Rule, becauſe they make yheir 
Laws as God made his 3 and truly ,whiles one place hath more priviledges 
then another, © appears not ro me how there can þe a Common-weal. 

*T þ,-« oy the Law of Gad, inCities, or orher eminent places, there were 
co be Judges, to ſee Juſtice done to the people, is clear, and that in difkculr 
eaſes, ſome of the moſt cmigenely gifted of the Nation , were appointed to 
be conſulted vvith by the Judges that underftqod them not, by vvhich Juſtice 
ran like a ftreame by every mans door, vyhen Tryalls yvere to be decided e- 
"oy day, not every half a year, and-ſo the cauſe of impriſonment prevented, 
and vyhereas you (ay, fruſtra fit per plura quod fieri poreſt yer peuciora , it 
bolds true indeed; for if the Lavv of God be ſufficient to rule a people, vyhar 
necdis there of mans. . 

P.19. Is ſpoken of Miniſters prepoſing for themſelves, I hope if wen 
ſeek the advance of Gods Lavy and Rule, they propole nor for themſelves, 
but Ged, vvhich all ought to do, and to deny rhemfclves if they vvill fol. 
tovy Chriſt ! O hovy much berter is it ro conſult vvith the Lavy and Tefti- 
money, then vyith fleſh and blaud, men and learning , reafop. and experi- 
ences, 

P. 29, That the Teſtimoney of Wirnefles in Judicature, was to be g7- 
ven by Oath, is apparent in Scripture, and i part of the Divine Law and 
worſhip of Gad, ſo thax men ought not to come 38ajnft thei neighbor, bur 
in this way, vivs voce. | 

As for the puniſhment of Wirnefſes and Judges that:are corrupt, js is £x- 
prefiely ſer; dawn jn Scripture, and praviion made ta prevent it, or te find 
K out. 

P., 22, The Law of the Land ſets down puniſhments, for effcuces camp- 
mitted azainſt che Light of Nature, bur the queſtion is, 

1, Where the paninemes are agreeable to rhe nature of the offence, if 
not, how then can they be juſt, 

2, If agreeable to the Word, if not , how can it be warrantable ro put 
them in execution. 

As for pardoning of offenders, if men aſſent to the Divine Law , and 
covenant with God to qbſerveir, and after bueak-the ſame. - 

x. They are then under the Law, and by the Law either they ought to live 
or die. 


2, To ſave any, the-Law condemns, is not in mans power , who is mode 
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gnder the |" 4 norov{y'ir, My are-nor- 16/4 th ſi 
mands in any ind, he bditig to be a doer, and not Þ& * - 
Famer 4.11, Luke tg: 42/7, concernes the 2g oy bes we more | 


in which the end of Cach as reje& the Dominion. of Chriſt is beld | 
us, that we draw ot deſtruQtion on our- mane and ours. © - 


4M the Standard of reaſon, experience, equity, L 
\Fpolicy, profir, Kc. k 


And put in into one ſcale the Law of God, and © 

-n the other your humane Law, purified , lopped, wad 

amended, and ['le tell you, yea God himſelf, Angells © 

and Saints ſhall wirneſſe ir,jit wil be lefſe then nothing 
ro it, and lighter then vanity, 

Sir, I have written this only to diſcharge my con- | 


ſcience hays in, and that I may prevent, my deſtruction... 
Tor "which for my ſilence would Aung mez 


PE look for mine on my ſelf and. Fami 


tothe Truth of God from the wo Y ſo - 
ws a.woeisto me if I witneſſe not tothe Truth, and | 
woe is to met I witneſſe to it my unworthineſſe , ro 


hold forth the ina; "ach wounds me, which the Lord 


don, and you andthe world yard] I thall be 
Lys, to you, and all, being Ds then 


men, and an Ungedy Wiraecſſc of the Th of | : 
grearG0d; ' 


